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responsible for the initial success of the redemption operation. Yet in the early 1880's, when redemption of allotments was finally made compulsory (law of December 28, 1881), some 14 per cent of the former serfs were still living under the regime of "temporary obligation."
There were, however, other and more permanent factors that worked against the economic rehabilitation of the peasantry. As has already been stated, the charges imposed on the liberated serfs were grossly in excess both of the yield of their land and of its market value, while the average size of the allotments (except in the western provinces) fell considerably below that of their pre-reform holdings. The decline was particularly marked in the fertile southern and southeastern provinces; in the province of Samara, for instance, it was as high as 42 per cent. The consequences of the contraction of the area of peasant tenure were all the graver because, to repeat, pre-reform allotments were intended to provide employment for only half of the serfs' time, the other half to be spent in work for their master. The statutes of February 19, moreover, deprived the former serfs of their customary right to timber and firewood from manorial forests, and denied them the use of meadows and pastures, which the landowners often retained in their own possession.
The total area of allotment land transferred to the peasants in 1861-1870 was 111.6 million dessiatines.3 In 1877 the distribution of land in European Russia was as follows: state and public bodies (appanages, the Church, municipalities), 166.3 million dessiatines, or 44.1 per cent; peasant allotments, 116.7 dessiatines, or 31 per cent; private owners, 94.0 million dessiatines, or 24.9 per cent. Much of the vast state domain consisted of forest and unimproved land, unsuitable for cultivation. The landholdings of the Church were relatively small (2.1 million dessiatines in 1877). Of the 94.0 million dessiatines owned privately, 73.2 million belonged to the nobility and 5.0 million to individual peasants and peasant communes; the land owned privately by the peasants was not subject to the legal restrictions attached to the allotments. The average size of allotments per male person varied according to the class of peasants to which their owners belonged before the emancipation. The average allotment per serf was 3.2 dessiatines; per appanage peasant 4.9 dessiatines; and per state peasant
3 The aixyve figure is for European Russia, exclusive of Poland, Finland, and the Caucasus. One dessiatine = 2.7 acres.